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MYP English 9

Ms. Mohamud

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian Reader’s Response
Why Are We Taking Notes?
One of the most important goals of reading literature is developing critical-reading skills. In English 9, we read and write to understand ourselves and our world better. Taking notes, as you read, is a critical reading strategy that deepens your understanding of the text and strengthens your inferential-reading skills. 

Directions: While you are reading, mark the text (in pencil or use sticky notes) using the following symbols:
 ! Wow or Aha: Things you find important or interesting 

? :  Information you are confused about
C: Connections you made between the text and your prior knowledge or life experiences 

“___”: Quotes you find significant (important) to theme, plot, characterization and language usage

X:  Contrasts and Contradictions you observe in characters
*For every 4 chapters, use a minimum of 4 symbols to deepen your understanding.
	Coding Key:


	Analysis:

	! Surprising, important or interesting

For Example:
“So, I draw because I feel like it might be my only real chance to escape the reservation.”pg.6

	Why is this moment/incident interesting or important or surprising?
It surprised me that Junior, with all the challenges he is facing on the reservation, has a dream of escaping his environment. Also, it is interesting that he sees the reservation as a prison, a place that holds him back from becoming someone. 

	“___” Quote(Include page#)


	Why is the quote significant or important to plot, character, theme or writing sytle?

	? Question


	What are you confused about? * Note: Do NOT write down a random question. Explain why you are confused.

	X


	What is the character saying or doing that’s the opposite of what he or she has been saying or doing? Why do you think the character is acting different?


	C-Connection


	Do characters remind you of people you know, or other characters from books, tv. shows or movies? How so?

Have you gone through similar experiences as the characters? Explain.


Rubric
Language and Literature Criterion A: Analyzing 
	Achievement Level
	Level descriptor
	Task-specific indicators

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	
I haven’t turned in my notes.

	1-2
	The student

i. provides limited analysis of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style of text(s) and the relationship among texts

iii. rarely justifies opinions and ideas with examples or explanations; uses little or no terminology
	i.  My analysis (of selected quotes, significant moments, connections with the text, character development, etc) reveals a limited understanding of the text.

iii. My notes lack details and/or examples from the text.

iii. My thinking is rarely supported with evidence. 

	3-4
	The student

i. provides adequate analysis of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style of text(s) and the relationship among texts

iii. justifies opinions and ideas with some examples and explanations, though this may not be consistent; uses some terminology


	i.  My analysis (of selected quotes, significant moments, connections with the text, character development, etc) reveals a good understanding of the text.

iii. My notes include some details and/or examples from the text.
iii. My thinking is sometimes supported with evidence from the text.

	5-6
	The student

i. competently analyses the content, context, language, structure, technique and style of text(s) and the relationship among texts

iii. sufficiently justifies opinions and ideas with examples and explanations; uses accurate terminology


	i.  My analysis (of selected quotes, significant moments, connections with the text, character development, etc) reveals a thorough understanding of the text.
iii. My notes include details and examples from the text.

iii. My thinking is supported with evidence from the text.

	7-8
	The student

i. provides perceptive analysis of the content, context, language, structure, technique and style of text(s) and the relationship among texts

iii. gives detailed justification of opinions and ideas with a range of examples and explanations; uses accurate terminology


	i.  My analysis (of selected quotes, significant moments, connections with the text, character development, etc) is insightful, and it reveals a deep understanding of the text.
iii. My notes include significant details and examples from the text. 

iii. My thinking is thoroughly supported with strong evidence from the text.


