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This I Believe Essay Rubric/Guidelines

Final Draft Due Date: 09/18
Tell a story: Be specific. Consider moments in life when you took action or formed a habit based on your core belief. Your essay does not need to be heart-warming or gut-wrenching—it can even be funny—but it should be real. Make sure your examples tie to the essence of your core belief.  

Be brief: Your essay should be between 500 and 600 words. 
Name your belief: If you can’t name it in a sentence or two, your essay might not be about your belief. Also, rather than writing a list, consider focusing on one core belief because 500-600 is a short essay. 

Be positive: Tell us what you do believe in; don’t write about what others should believe in. Avoid speaking in the editorial “we.” Make your essay is about you; speak in the first person (I, me).
Be personal: Write in words and phrases that are comfortable for you to speak. I recommend you read your essay aloud to yourself several times, and each time edit it and simplify it until you find the words, tone, and story that truly echo your belief and the way you speak.

Formatting requirements:

Name, Date and Period (upper right corner)

Title should be centered 

Font: 12 pt Times New Roman or Arial (including the title) 

Paragraphs: Double Spaced

Criterion B: Organizing
	Achievement Level
	Level descriptor
	Task-specific indicators

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	The essay needs a clear beginning, middle and ending.




	1-2
	The student

ii. organizes opinions and ideas with a minimal degree of coherence and logic


	There is a beginning and middle, but no conclusion.


There are no transitions

	3-4
	The student

ii. organizes opinions and ideas with some degree of coherence and logic


	There is a beginning and middle but the concluding paragraph introduces a new idea.

Transitional words and phrases are present but don’t consistently enhance the flow of essay.


	5-6
	The student

ii. organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner, with ideas building on each other


	1) There is a clear beginning and middle, but the concluding paragraph lacks thought.

2) Transitions consistently enhance the flow of the essay.

	7-8
	The student

ii. effectively organizes opinions and ideas in a sustained, coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other in a sophisticated way.
	1) All paragraphs have a clear purpose and flow logically

2) Transitions consistently enhance the flow of the essay. 

3) Conclusion is thoughtful and insightful





